6-Day Northwest Vietnam:
The Road to Dien Bien

A focused overland journey from Hanoi through Mai Chau and the Northwest mountains to Dien Bien,
returning to Hanoi by air.

Duration 6 days / 5 nights

Route Hanoi - Mai Chau - Moc Chau Plateau - Son La - Dien Bien - Hanoi

Focus Mountain landscapes, regional history and the changing life of Vietham's
Northwest.

Best for Repeat visitors, history-led groups and culturally curious travellers comfortable

with longer mountain road days.

Why this route works

This compact journey uses the Northwest road as part of the experience. Two nights in Mai Chau provide
a gentle cultural and landscape introduction. Moc Chau is treated as a changing agricultural plateau
without another overnight. Son La divides the longer drive and provides historical context before Pha
Din Pass. Dien Bien receives two nights and a full day, followed by a standard return flight to Hanoi.

Day 1 - Hanoi to Mai Chau

Depart Hanoi in the morning and travel southwest through Hoa Binh. After lunch and lodge check-in,
take a gentle orientation walk through Mai Chau Valley, focusing on rice fields, irrigation, gardens and
the cultivated landscape.

Driving: approximately 3.5-4 hours, excluding stops | Overnight: Mai Chau | Meals: Lunch

Day 2 - Mai Chau Valley and White Thai living traditions

Explore by walking, cycling or vehicle according to mobility and weather. Meet a local host or
community guide to discuss stilt-house architecture, rice farming, textiles, village organisation, tourism
and generational change. Continue with one meaningful hosted experience.

Overnight: Mai Chau | Meals: Breakfast and lunch

Day 3 - Mai Chau through Moc Chau Plateau to Son La

Travel west toward Moc Chau. Pair lunch with one pre-arranged experience connected to tea, dairy, fruit
or another seasonal producer landscape. Continue to Son La and check in at the best locally available
city hotel.

Driving: approximately 4.5-5.5 hours, excluding the Moc Chau visit and lunch | Overnight: Son La | Meals: Breakfast
and lunch

Vietnam Group Operator by Scivi Travel Page 1



Day 4 - Son La to Dien Bien

Begin with a focused visit to the former Son La Prison and provincial museum. Continue across the
longest mountain sector via Pha Din Pass. The guide uses the road to explain isolation, movement,
supply and the strategic importance of the terrain.

Driving: approximately 5-6 hours, excluding the visit, lunch and stops | Overnight: Dien Bien | Meals: Breakfast and
lunch

Day 5 - Dien Bien Phu: history read through the landscape

Begin at the Victory Museum, then continue through a coherent selection of battlefield sites such as Al
Hill, the de Castries bunker, the central strongpoint area and a viewpoint explaining the valley. Extend
to Muong Phang when group interest, mobility and timing allow.

Overnight: Dien Bien | Meals: Breakfast and lunch

Day 6 - Dien Bien to Hanoi by air

Keep the morning flexible around the confirmed flight. Transfer to Dien Bien Airport and fly to Hanoi,
then continue to the group hotel, airport or agreed connection point.

End of journey | Meals: Breakfast
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Journey principles

A route, not a checklist

Select a small number of experiences that explain landscape and history; avoid filler attractions.

Realistic pacing

State drive-time ranges and planned stops in advance, with Day 4 identified as the longest road sector.

Depth at the destination

Use two nights in Mai Chau and two in Dien Bien so neither is reduced to a short stop.

Accommodation approach

Use an upscale lodge in Mai Chau and the best locally available hotels in Son La and Dien Bien.
Standards vary across the route.

Motion sensitivity

The route includes long, winding mountain sections and is not suitable for every group.

Return flight

The Dien Bien-Hanoi flight is standard and reconfirmed with baggage allowances before final proposal.

Seasonal variation

Agricultural experiences are matched to actual travel dates and supplier access.

Adjust the emphasis

More history

Add specialist interpretation, more battlefield sites or a deeper Muong Phang visit.

More active

Add a longer Mai Chau walk or cycling route.

Less walking

Use vehicle-supported visits and hosted discussions.

Shorter extension

Reduce Mai Chau to one night and operate five days, accepting less depth and a firmer pace.
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